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  November 2020 

Stewardship 

My favorite aspect of our stewardship season is that the articles and letters you have received or read in the 

newsletter and worship bulletin were written by church members. They have shared their stories and reflec-

tions to encourage the rest of us with their commitment as we make our own decisions about our support 

of the life and ministry of this church. 

Our stewardship campaign concludes in November. I am grateful that so many have responded with their 

pledge and pray that everyone will consider making their plans for support known. This is both a grateful 

response to God’s love and mercy, and a practical process that supports our financial planning. 

The staff and officers of First Presbyterian Church recognize our responsibility to make the best use of our 

resources. We are committed to making decisions that are faithful to the witness of God’s calling as we trust 

in God’s provision. It is not naïve to believe that we can be both faithful and fiscally responsible. It does; 

however, mean that we must prayerfully seek God’s guidance by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit 

to do the ministry that Jesus calls us to do. By doing so, we are unencumbered from worry, and free to re-

spond to our Christian calling so that God, “by his power at work within us, is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we could ever ask or imagine.” (Ephesians 3:20) 

Communication 

It has been an interesting journey since March, with the pandemic shutting us down for a while then gradu-

ally returning to in-person worship. This situation leaves some of us remaining at home while others of us 

are able to gather at the church. One of our pandemic challenges is to bridge the communications gap that 

occurs as a result of us not all physically gathering together as we have become accustomed. A remedy I 

suggest is overcommunicating. Let us keep in mind that the thing we discuss with one or two others will not 

be automatically communicated to everybody else. And the thing that only one of us is thinking about will 

not be automatically communicated to anybody else. 

So we must overcommunicate, even if it seems redundant, even if it seems like everybody else will figure it 

out, even if we think that just because we have always done it everybody will realize why we are doing it. 

Overcommunicating may mean overusing the MidWeek Update, newsletter, and bulletin announcements. 

This could make these publications seem longer than usual, and we must avoid the temptation to gloss over 

them too quickly. So whether we are at church or at home, let us commit to overcommunicating our plans 

and decisions, and always asking ourselves “who else needs to know about this?”. An awareness of the 

“pandemic communications gap” helps us build a bridge over it by overcommunicating. 

Thank God that we are all in this together 

+ Pastor Joe 

Online worship only, Sunday November 29. For safety’s sake, after many of us 
attend Thanksgiving gatherings, we will not worship in person that day.  In per-
son worship will resume December 6, with online worship continuing as well. 

Please click here to check the church website. 

http://www.firstpresbyterianfairborn.org
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2021 Budget: Troy distributed the budget for review. Following a 

discussion of several budget line items and concern related to the 

pandemic, the budget was approved. Troy will make the necessary 

minor line item corrections and provide an updated budget.  

Session approved: 

 September 2020 minutes. 

 Treasurer’s Report. 

 Changing Pastor Joe’s contract period from January 1 through 

December 31, 2021. Currently it is April 2020 to March 2021.  

 Sunday, November 15 as our next regular session meeting. 

 Pastor Joe’s request for a vacation day on November 25. 

 Online only worship service on Sunday, November 29, to reduce 

pandemic risks as many of us travel and/or gather with family 

for Thanksgiving. In-person service will resume on December 6. 

 2021 budget.  

Committee Reports: 

CLS: No report. The committee did not meet in October. A question 

about Transitional Living expenses was raised. Diane agreed to con-

tact the Fairborn school’s coordinator.   

Operations: Julie advised the session that Diane has agreed to be on 

the Montessori Board.  

Nominating Committee:  The slate of Elders has been filled. There is 

still a Deacon vacancy. The slate will be presented at the October 25 

congregational meeting.  

Stewardship: For the period September 24 through October 8, six-

teen pledge cards were received totaling $47,460.  

Calendar: Session reviewed the November Calendar which is pub-

lished on the church website. First Presbyterian Church is a polling 

location for the November 3, 2020 election.  

Adult Christian Education News 

The adult Bible Study meets Wednesdays 
at 2:00 pm in the lounge. The study con-
sists of discussion on the sermon text for 
the next Sunday.  Please join us for dis-
cussion and fellowship! (There will not 
be a meeting on November 25.) 

 

Our October Session meeting was a hybrid meeting, eight 

attending in person and three attending using Zoom video 

conferencing. The session members attending in-person 

were treated to a soup/salad lunch prepared by Troy and 

Julie.  

Pastor Joe called the meeting to order with an opening 

prayer. As part of our Spiritual Leadership Development, 

Pastor Joe reminded us to continue the 40 days of prayer 

from our study of the Sailboat Church. He reminded us to 

pray for the groups who serve this church such as the Nom-

inating Committee.  

The clerk reported a quorum was present. 

The roll of total members is 105. The November Presbytery 

meeting will be a Zoom meeting. At this meeting we should 

learn who will be the next Stated Clerk. Larry Hollar is retir-

ing. October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Pastor Joe was 

recognized and thanked for his leadership during these 

unusual times. 

Troy distributed the Financial Report prepared by Carolyn 

McMillan. YTD as of 09/30/2020:  

Income $143,408.73; Expenses $165,189.85;  

Net -$21,781.12.  

 

Clerk’s 

Corner 

Session Recap 

October 18, 2020 

Stewardship 2021  

If you have not already done so, please make a pledge to support our church in 2021.  If you need a pledge 
card, please contact Troy Oliver or Julie Brown.  Through October 25, we received 37 pledges for a total of 
$110,228.  Our session met on October 18 and approved a faith budget of $202,124.  This covers pastor and 
organist salaries, administrative costs, property expense, and CLS.  What is CLS?  It is our Congregational Life 
and Service Committee chaired by Diane Sondergelt.  It includes our Fellowship Committee, Christian Educa-
tion and Worship; AND it includes Missions.  We increased our mission budget this year due to the cost of 
providing meals to St Vincent DePaul.  We will continue the same level of financial support as last year for 
FISH Fairborn, Christmas in Action, Catch the Building Spirit, Kirkmont Center, the Fairborn schools, We Care 
Arts, IHN of Greene County, and our presbytery. 
May the wind of the Spirit continue to move our church where God wants it to go and may the wind of the 
Spirit continue to move us individually, sharing our gifts to be used for God’s purpose.   
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Happy Thanksgiving!  I realize its 3-1/2 weeks away, but I 
didn’t want to miss telling you to enjoy all the love, happi-
ness and full bellies the holiday brings us all.  This year will 
be tough for a lot of families not being able to be together 
like we are used to, but know that you can still be in every-
one’s hearts and minds on this special day. 
The Fairborn CROP Walk was cancelled this year, but Darrel 
Leister put together a walk just for our church members.  
They raised money for Church World Services, and were 
able to donate 25% of that money to the Fairborn FISH Pan-
try.  Everyone was so generous and donated a lot of mon-
ey, and 6 people from the church walked a route through 
Fairborn.  My wife and children started to follow them, but 
couldn’t keep up so we decided to turn around. 
We had a great day on Halloween with Trunk or Treat put 
together by our CLS Team.  The kids from the surrounding 
community who came to visit had a good time and received 
a lot of good candy.  My family was able to enjoy it – cos-
tumes made it possible for them to mingle with everyone 
else!  Next year they are hoping to make it a bigger and 
better event.  Nothing makes me happier than seeing chil-
dren having fun. 
Things are feeling a little more normal in the building.  
There have been a couple special occasions where the 
office staff and Bible Study participants were able to enjoy 
a slice of cake and ice cream together – socially distanced 
of course.  You know my family LOVES those special parties 
because somehow there are always a few crumbs left for 
us to nibble on. 
Remember to reach out to your neighbors and 
friends during these stressful times.  We are en-
tering the season of joy and giving – and the 
best way to share that is by being a kind voice 
and a listening ear.    ~Ecclesial Mouse 

Dear Congregation, 
You may have noticed a “mitten tree “in the 
lounge.  We are trying to provide gloves/
mittens for the needy children of Fairborn Pri-
mary School. I know it’s a little early, but the 
weather is getting colder and some of these 
children may not have any or may have lost 
theirs. The Dollar Tree has them and some are 
two for a dollar. If you don’t or can’t go to the 
store I would be happy to purchase them for 
you.  You can give us any amount of mon-
ey.  Even one pair of mittens will benefit a 
child. There is also a book in the lounge called 
“The Mitten Tree”.  If you have the 
time, read and enjoy the story. We 
need the gloves/mittens by Nov. 
10th. If you have any questions 
contact me. 
Maryann Schneider, Deacon 

Dear  Church Friends, 
I have moved to the Cincinnati area.  A unit be-
came available in a lovely retirement communi-
ty very close to my daughter’s home.   The wait 
list here is usually 1-2 years, so when I was 
offered a place I needed to make a quick deci-
sion.  Ever since the first service I attended at 
First Church in December of 1954, I have been 
blessed to be a part of such a caring and dedi-
cated church family.  I will miss all of you very 
much and think of you often and the good you 
do.  Whatever the path forward for our church, 
I know you will continue to serve God and care 
for each other. 
With affection and 
prayers,  
Shirley Schlafman 

Our Crop Walk Walkers - Shelda Cox, Darrel Leister,      
Gordon Roberts, Julie Brown, and Pastor Joe 
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The Montessori students help us get excited about Halloween. 

Mr. Dave (teacher) 

dressed up like a 

student.  Will the 

real student please 

step forward? 

 

Fairborn 

teachers 

send 

thanks 

for the 

gifts they 

received 

from their 

“Wish Lists” 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—NOVEMBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 5 

Fun at our first Trunk or Treat 

Designated parking kept things 
running smoothly 

Pippi Longstocking visited Santa and Mrs. 

Claus (incognito in their street clothes) 

The  monster in Julie’s car couldn’t  

escape and never stole any candy 

What’s Halloween without a witch and a pumpkin? 

Woody’s (of Toy Story fame) 

uncle, Bob, from Oklahoma 

brought his aide, Left Hand 

Louie, to pass out treats. 

Dinosaur Harlan and Puppy Martha filled their bags with 
treats.  Dinosaur Harlan doesn’t like Sour Patch candy 

but not to worry, Puppy Martha does! 
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Hurricanes: No act of charity is foreign to St. 
Vincent 
Using our own tornado recovery experiences here 
in Dayton, SVdP Dayton sent a team of five mem-
bers to St. Charles, LA for two weeks and made a 
financial contribution to St. Vincent’s Disaster Ser-
vices Corporation, some of which was contributed 
by our donors.  
We were able to provide hundreds of families 
affected by hurricane Laura with gifts cards and hy-
giene kits.  In addition, we helped with debris re-
moval and home cleanup.  Our team members con-
sidered it a blessing to offer kindness and help  
from the people of Dayton. 
Thank you for your care and compassion for our 
community.  Please continue to keep 
the people of the Lake Charles area in 
your prayers. 
Thank you, 
The St. Vincent  District Council, 
Dayton 

Adopt-A-Teacher, Fairborn 
We were able to “adopt” eight 

Fairborn teachers through our 

“Caring for Kids” mission.  We 

helped two teachers from each of 

the four Fairborn schools in order 

to cover all grade levels.  We pur-

chased everything from pencils to 

markers, flash cards, hand sanitizer, masks, white 

boards, games, and more.  Thank you to Linda 

Hartsock for going through all the wish lists and 

making sure these gifts made it to the teachers. 

There are still more teachers with wish lists on    

Facebook. If you would like to help teachers in Fair-

born and need help with Facebook, please contact 

Julie Brown or Pastor Joe.  If you would like to make 

a donation for this mission, 

please mark the contribution, 

“Caring for Kids” and that money 

will be used specifically for this 

mission. 

Thank you for your continued 

support! 

 

   

 

Happy Birthday! 

Nov 4 Lloyd Gehring 

  Lowell  Rust 

 5 Joyce Hazlett 

 10 Hsi-Han Yeh 

 13 Mallorie Ferguson 

 22 Paul Keller 

 25 John Eubel 

 27 Rena Leatherman 

  Karen Parli 

 30 Colleen Gooray 

SCHOOL PANTRY SHOPPING GUIDE (JANUARY 2020)
Kind and generous friends, again this school year 
there  is a need at Fairborn Schools for food and oth-
er items for students in transitory housing.  When 
you go shopping for yourself and your own family, 
think of these students and their families. 
FOOD (nonperishable/microwavable) such as 
Breakfast bars, Pop Tarts 
Cereal cups or single-serving packaging 
Canned soup 
Cookies/Crackers/Chips 
Fruit cups ,fruit or vegetable juice 
Mac & cheese cups 
Peanut butter, Jams, jellies 
Pudding cups 
Pasta cups w/sauce & meat (e.g. Chef Boyardee) 
Single serve meals (e.g. Hormel “Compleat”) 
Snack bars (e.g. Granola, Trail Mix) 
Tuna or chicken packets 
2.  Body wash, laundry & dishwashing detergents, 
toilet paper, paper towels, lip balm (e.g. Chapstick), 
shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes. 

Please leave your donation in one of the designated 
containers in the lower narthex.  If you want to docu-
ment your donation, complete a “blue sheet” with 
receipts attached for the Financial Secretary. Forms 
and assistance are available in the church office. 
THANK YOU! 
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November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:15 am  

Worship  with 
Communion
(service only) 

 
Daylight Sav-

ings Time Ends 

2 3 
Election Day 

 

4 
2:00 pm Adult 
Bible Study - 

Lounge 

5 6 7 

8 

10:15 am  

Worship  

(service only) 

1:00 pm Cook 

at St. Vincent’s 

9 10 11 

2:00 pm Adult 
Bible Study - 

Lounge 

12 

2:15 CLS 
Meeting - 

Board room 

13 14 

15 
10:15 am  

Worship  
(service only) 

11:30 Session 
meeting 

16 17 18 
2:00 pm Adult 
Bible Study - 

Lounge 

19 20 21 

22 
10:15 am  

Worship  

(service only) 

23 24 25 
No Adult Bible 

Study  

26 27 
Office Closed 

28 

29 
Online Worship 

Only 
 

Advent Begins 

30      
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 
 

Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 
Communion is served the first Sunday of the month 

Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 
Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Office Hours: Wednesday - Friday, 10 am - 2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 
   Email Address:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 

Website:  firstpresbyterianfairborn.org 
Phone: 937-878-3954   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first 
Sunday of each month. Non-perishable items 
may be brought in any Sunday and placed in 
the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

 

Articles for the December-January Lifeline 

need  to be  in the office by November 25. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_____________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 


